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n August 2008, Wellington Vice Mayor Carmine Priore was sworn
in as president of the Florida League of Cities. In his ﬁrst speech as
president, he spoke about how students are receiving little or no
civic education instruction in the classroom and cited surveys and
studies showing that a large percentage of high school students know
little about their governments. He made it his presidential priority to
promote civic education and encouraged cities to create youth councils
to educate this younger generation.
While many of Florida’s cities already have youth councils, we wanted to
create a document that would serve as a “road map” for others wanting
to start similar programs. These special citywide councils are composed
of students from different high schools within the city and serve as an
advisory board to the city commission/council. These students are the
leaders of tomorrow and it is important to expose them to municipal
government at an early age. We hope that your city will consider
forming a youth council.
The Florida League of Cities would like to thank the North Carolina
Civic Education Consortium for providing a template for this document.
Additionally, the League would like to thank the following Florida
governments for providing information on their youth councils: Dade
City, West Palm Beach and Destin; and also Greene County, N.C.

For more information, contact Casey Cook at ccook@ﬂcities.com or by
phone at (850) 701-3609.

December 2008
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I.

What is a youth council?
A youth council is an advisory body composed of local youth (usually highschool aged). They provide advice and counsel to the local governing
body and its afﬁliated advisory and regulatory boards, as well as other
community organizations. Additionally, youth councils can implement and
participate in a variety of youth-identiﬁed community initiatives.

II.

Why create a youth council?
According to the Census Bureau, 24.6 percent of the U.S. population is
under the age of 18. It goes without saying that young people are the
future of our communities. Therefore, it is vitally important that they are
vested with the knowledge, skills and abilities to be the next generation
of local leaders. Youth councils are an excellent means of doing so because they promote regular and active civic engagement among youth.
Youth councils promote civic engagement among youth by:
t (JWJOHUIFNBGPSNBMSPMFJOMPDBMEFDJTJPONBLJOH
t 0GGFSJOHSFBMXPSMEFYQFSJFODFTXJUIFMFDUFEBOEBEWJTPSZCPEJFT
t 5FBDIJOHUIFNBCPVUUIFSPMFPGDPVODJMT CPBSETBOEDPNNJTTJPOT
t 1SPWJEJOHUIFNXJUIBOPQQPSUVOJUZUPEFWFMPQMFBEFSTIJQTLJMMT
and learn how local government operates
t *ODSFBTJOHWPJDFBOEDPNNVOJDBUJPOCFUXFFOZPVUIBOEBEVMUT 
and among youth themselves
t *ODSFBTJOHZPVUIWPMVOUFFSJTN
t &OIBODJOHDMBTTSPPNDJWJDFEVDBUJPO

III.

Who beneﬁts?
Youth councils enable young people to:
t $PNNVOJDBUFUIFJSDPODFSOTSFHBSEJOHMPDBMNBUUFSTUIBUBGGFDU
them
t %JSFDUMZQBSUJDJQBUFJOMPDBMHPWFSONFOU
t .BLFEFDJTJPOTBOEUBLFBDUJPOUPQPUFOUJBMMZJNQSPWFUIFJS
community
Youth councils enable local councils/commissioners to:
t #FNPSFSFQSFTFOUBUJWFPGUIFDPNNVOJUZBTBXIPMF
t (BJOJOTJHIUSFHBSEJOHUIFDPNNVOJUZTiZPVOH wEZOBNJDBOEPS
progressive perspective
t &ODPVSBHFZPVUITUPCFNPSFBDUJWFMZFOHBHFEJOUIFQPMJUJDBM
process
t *NQSPWFTFSWJDFTUIBUEJSFDUMZBGGFDUZPVOHQFPQMF
t #FNPSFTVTUBJOBCMF
1BHFTPGUIFHVJEFBSFSFQSJOUFEXJUIQFSNJTTJPOGSPNUIFNorth
Carolina Civic Education Consortium. Some slight modiﬁcations have
been made for League members. Special thanks to the consortium for
providing a template for this document. For more information on the
consortium and its other resources, please visit http://www.sog.unc.edu/
programs/civiced/index.php.
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IV.

Is your city ready for a youth council?
The following three components serve as positive indicators that your
city is poised to establish a local youth council:
t Concern: Local leaders recognize some degree of need for youth
insight in public decision making
t Trust: Local leaders envision youth in a meaningful, visible and
advisory role
t Change: Local leaders are willing to modify existing codes or
adopt speciﬁc ordinances to promote youth involvement on
councils, boards and commissions

V.

Who creates and oversees the youth council?
It is up to the governing body to decide exactly who will create and
oversee the youth council. In some communities, a Cooperative
&YUFOTJPO TVDIBTUIFMPDBM) JTUBTLFEXJUIDSFBUJOHBOENBJOUBJOJOH
the youth council. In others, a local department (such as parks and
recreation) is given the task. In others still, a full-time city employee (such
as the public information ofﬁcer or assistant city manager) is vested with
the task as part of his or her job responsibilities. Whatever the governing
CPEZEFDJEFT UIFZPVUIDPVODJMTIPVMECFBMJHOFEXJUIUIFNBOBHFST
PSDMFSLTPGmDFGPSUIFQVSQPTFTPGIPVTJOHUIFDPVODJMTNFFUJOHTBOE
funding various initiatives.
The important thing to keep in mind is that the primary purpose of the
youth council is to advise local government ofﬁcials. Therefore, it is
important that the council is truly viewed as an essential part of the local
government structure, and not simply relegated off to the side to one
department or extension.

VI.

Who serves on the youth council?
When thinking about the composition of the student component of a
youth council, the following should be considered:
t *ODMVEFBUMFBTUPOF BOEBTNBOZBTGPVS SFQSFTFOUBUJWFTGSPNBMM
local high schools (grades 9-12)
t *ODMVEFBSFQSFTFOUBUJWFGPSQSJWBUF DIBSUFSBOEIPNFTDIPPMT
t *ODMVEFTUVEFOUTGSPNEJWFSTFCBDLHSPVOET
t $POTJEFSNJOJNVNSFRVJSFNFOUTJOUFSNTPG(1"BOEOVNCFS
of unexcused school absences. (It is important to realize that
PGUFOUJNFTJUJTOPUUIFTUVEFOUTXJUIUIFIJHIFTU(1"TBOE
attendance rates that would beneﬁt most from being selected
for the youth council. Along the same lines, the city may beneﬁt
NPSFGSPNGFFECBDLOPUBUUBJOFEGSPNUIFiIJHIFTUwBDBEFNJD
achievers.)
t 5IJOLBCPVUUIFHFPHSBQIJDBSFBGSPNXIJDIZPVXJMMCFSFDSVJUJOH
If your city plans on recruiting through the schools, make sure you
consider that not all students in the school district live inside the
city limits. The important thing is that you are recruiting from a
variety of geographic areas within your city.
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t 1PUFOUJBMDPVODJMNFNCFSTTIPVMECFTUVEFOUTXIPIBWFBQSPWFO
record of leadership, goal-setting, commitment to community
service and community values, and who want to create positive
opportunities for other youth in the community
t $POTJEFSSFQSFTFOUBUJWFTGSPNMPDBMZPVUIPSHBOJ[BUJPOTBMSFBEZJO
existence
t $POTJEFSTUVEFOUTXIPBSFOPUOFDFTTBSJMZiUIFVTVBMTVTQFDUTwo
do not simply select all student government presidents

VII. How do you establish a youth council?
A. Make it ofﬁcial: First and foremost, a locality should adopt a
resolution or ordinance that establishes a youth council. The
SFTPMVUJPOPSEJOBODFTIPVMEJODMVEFTFDUJPOTUIBUTQFDJGZUIF
following:
t &TUBCMJTINFOUPGUIFZPVUIDPVODJM
t .FNCFSTIJQDPNQPTJUJPO )PXNBOZSFQSFTFOUBUJWFTTIPVME
UIFZPVUIDPVODJMIBWF )PXNBOZSFQSFTFOUBUJWFTTIPVME
there be from each school? From each grade level?)
t "QQPJOUNFOU 8IBUXJMMUIFBQQMJDBUJPOQSPDFTTFOUBJM 8IP
will make the ﬁnal selection of members?)
t -FOHUIPGUFSNT
t .FNCFSSJHIUT QPXFST EVUJFT BVUIPSJUZ EJTDSFUJPOBOE
privileges
t $PNQFOTBUJPOGPSUIFZPVUIDPVODJMMJBJTPOJGOPUJODMVEFEJO
scope of work
t 0SHBOJ[BUJPOBMTUSVDUVSF
t .FFUJOHSFRVJSFNFOUTBOEQSPDFEVSFT
t 'VOESBJTJOH
**See Appendix 1 for an example an ordinance establishing a youth
council.
B.

Invest in the youth council: Align your youth council with the
NBOBHFSTPSDMFSLTPGmDFUISPVHIQSPWJTJPOPGGVOEJOHBOETUBGmOH
%FWFMPQBUIPVHIUGVM JODMVTJWFBOESJHPSPVTBQQMJDBUJPOQSPDFTT

C. Connect, publicize, recruit:
Work with parents and schools to publicize the program:
t 4FOEBMFUUFSUPBMMQBSFOUTHVBSEJBOTEFTDSJCJOHUIFQVSQPTF
and goals of the youth council, the application and selection
QSPDFTT BOEBDPOUBDUQFSTPOGPSGVSUIFSRVFTUJPOT
**See Appendix 2 for an example of a parent letter
**See Appendix 3 for an example of a youth council
application form
t "TLDJWJDTBOEFDPOPNJDTUFBDIFSTUPTIBSFXJUITUVEFOUT
information about the purpose and importance of youth
councils and details on applying for the local youth council
t "TLTDIPPMDPVOTFMPSTUPBDUJWFMZTPMJDJUTUVEFOUBQQMJDBUJPOT
for the youth council
t )BWFBOFMFDUFEPGmDJBMWJTJUDMBTTSPPNTBOEDMVCT
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t 3FRVFTUBOBTTFNCMZJOXIJDIUIFZPVUIDPVODJMDPOUBDU
person can discuss speciﬁcs with potential candidates
t %FWFMPQQPTUFSTPSnZFSTGPSDMBTTSPPNTBOEDPVOTFMPST
ofﬁces
t 1PTUJOGPSNBUJPOPO8FCTJUFTUIBUBSFWJTJUFEGSFRVFOUMZCZ
IJHITDIPPMTUVEFOUT FHTDIPPM8FCTJUFT'BDFCPPLFUD
.BLFFGGPSUTUPBEWFSUJTFJOUIFDPNNVOJUZ PVUTJEFPGTDIPPMT 
t $POUBDUTVQFSWJTPSTPGMPDBMZPVUIQSPHSBNTHSPVQT TVDI
BT#PZ4DPVUT (JSM4DPVUT DIVSDIZPVUIHSPVQT SFDSFBUJPO
sports teams, etc.
t 1BSUOFSXJUIMPDBMZPVUIPVUSFBDIQSPHSBNT TVDIBTUIF
:.$"BOE)
t 3VOBOBEWFSUJTFNFOUJOMPDBMOFXTQBQFSTQVCMJDBUJPOT
t .BLFBOOPVODFNFOUTBUZPVUIDPOGFSFODFTPSTVNNJUT
t 1VUnZFSTVQJOQPQVMBSZPVUIiTQPUT wTVDIBTUIFNBMM MPDBM
record store, athletic ﬁelds, etc.
t "TLMPDBMSBEJPEJTDKPDLFZT QFSIBQTMPDBM/13BGmMJBUF UP
make a short plug on air
% Make decisions: Thoroughly evaluate applicants in a competitive
process. You may wish to hold interviews, either in person or over
the phone, to narrow down prospective candidates. You may
also want to have a small committee of people, including youth,
evaluate the ﬁnal applicants.
0ODFEFDJTJPOTIBWFCFFONBEF UIFZPVUIDPVODJMMJBJTPOTIPVME
return to schools to acknowledge the selected members, send
BDDFQUBODFMFUUFSTBOEPSNBLFDPOHSBUVMBUPSZQIPOFDBMMT
Additionally, the decision should be honored through a formal
WPUFCZUIFDPVODJMDPNNJTTJPOFST
Likewise, a polite letter should be sent to all applicants who were
not selected, encouraging them to apply again in the future.

VIII. Now what?
First Meeting – Orientation
0ODFZPVUIDPVODJMNFNCFSTIBWFCFFOTFMFDUFE UIFmSTUPSEFSPG
CVTJOFTTTIPVMECFUPIPMEBOiPSJFOUBUJPONFFUJOH wUPFTUBCMJTIUIF
youth council as a safe, fun forum that members will look forward to
BUUFOEJOH5IFJOJUJBMNFFUJOHTIPVMEFTTFOUJBMMZCFBiHFUUPLOPXZPV
TFTTJPOwXIFSFZPVUIDPVODJMNFNCFSTIBWFBOPQQPSUVOJUZUPMFBSO
more about each other and the youth council liaison. In order to do
TP TUVEFOUTDBOQBSUJDJQBUFJOBOiJDFCSFBLFSwBDUJWJUZBOEBWBSJFUZPG
team-building exercises.
The orientation meeting also should have an informational component
where members learn more about the speciﬁc purpose and mission
PGUIFZPVUIDPVODJM BOEEJTDVTTTPNFPGUIFNFNCFSNFFUJOH

7

SFRVJSFNFOUT0GDPVSTF ZPVUIDPVODJMNFNCFSTTIPVMECFBCMF
to contribute their own ideas regarding the purpose, mission and
SFRVJSFNFOUTPGUIFZPVUIDPVODJMBOEJUTNFNCFST5IFmSTUNFFUJOH
TIPVMEMBTUBCPVUUXPIPVST TFUUJOHUIFTUBOEBSEGPSUJNFSFRVJSFNFOU
for future meetings.
Second Meeting – Swearing In of Council Members
After the orientation meeting, youth council members should be
SFRVJSFEUPBUUFOEUIFOFYUTDIFEVMFEDJUZDPVODJMDPNNJTTJPONFFUJOH
At the meeting, the youth council should be welcomed as an ofﬁcial
advisory board and youth council members should be sworn in by the
local government ofﬁcials (youth council facilitators will need to get this
on the meeting agenda in advance).
**See Appendix 4 for an example of a youth council oath of ofﬁce
Third Meeting – Team Building and Bylaws
The next youth council meeting should begin with some additional
icebreaker and team-building exercises, followed by member creation of
UIFJSPXOiZPVUIDPVODJMCZMBXTw)BWFNFNCFSTDPOTJEFSUIFGPMMPXJOH
topics when discussing and codifying the bylaws:
t 1VSQPTF.JTTJPO(PBMT
t .FNCFSTIJQBOENFNCFSTIJQSFRVJSFNFOUT
t .FNCFSBUMBSHFSFRVJSFNFOUT
t .FFUJOHT TUSVDUVSF MFOHUI GSFRVFODZ
t "UUFOEBODFSFRVJSFNFOUT
t 0GmDFST3PMFT NFNCFSTBSFMJLFMZUPOFFEUPCFQMBDFEJO
additional representative capacities such as voting seats on
advisory boards)
t 1BSMJBNFOUBSZ"VUIPSJUZ UIFQSPDFEVSBMSVMFTGPSUIFDPOEVDU
of meetings)
:PVNBZXBOUUPBTLBNFNCFSPGZPVSMPDBMJUZT
governing body to attend this meeting and present
a workshop regarding parliamentary authority as
it pertains to meetings in your local government.
Students can use what they learn to establish their own
procedures based on the actual city council procedures
t 2VPSVN UIFOVNCFSPGNFNCFSTUIBUNVTUCFQSFTFOUJO
order to conduct the business of a meeting)
t 4VCDPNNJUUFFT
t 1SPHSBNTBOEBDUJWJUJFT
**See Appendix 5 for example of youth council bylaws and
procedural guidelines.
**See Appendix 6 for example of a mission statement.
"EEJUJPOBMOPUF5IFCZMBXTNFNCFSTDSFBUFNBZSFRVJSF
BNFOENFOUTUPUIFDJUZTSFTPMVUJPOPSEJOBODF
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Fourth Meeting – Additional Team Building and Action Plan
#FHJOUIFGPVSUINFFUJOHXJUIBUFBNCVJMEJOHBDUJWJUZ/FYU EJTDVTT
with council members issues they want to address and goals they wish
to accomplish as a council throughout the year. Use the information
UPDSFBUFBOiBDUJPOQMBO wXIJDIXJMMIFMQJOQMBOOJOHiUPQJDTwGPS
future meetings. You will then be able to coordinate activities and
guest speakers accordingly. For example, if students are interested in
discussing the issues of teen drug and alcohol use or gang violence in
schools, you can schedule a law enforcement ofﬁcer specializing in one
PGUIFTFBSFBTBTBHVFTUTQFBLFSEVSJOHUIFBQQSPQSJBUFNFFUJOH0S 
if students express interest in the locality funding the development of a
OFXQBSL ZPVDBOTDIFEVMFBQBSLTBOESFDSFBUJPOFNQMPZFFBOEPSB
local developer to discuss implications and costs to the locality.

IX.

What should the youth council do?

Aside from advising local government ofﬁcials, youth councils can
implement and participate in a variety of activities. Some of these
activities may include:
t $POEVDUBZPVUIGPSVNGPSBMMMPDBMIJHITDIPPMTUVEFOUTPO
topics of concern for youths
3BJTJOH4UVEFOU7PJDF1BSUJDJQBUJPO 3471 BTUVEFOU
FOHBHFNFOUQSPHSBNTQPOTPSFECZUIF/BUJPOBM
"TTPDJBUJPOPG4UVEFOU$PVODJMTBOEUIF/BUJPOBM
"TTPDJBUJPOPG4FDPOEBSZ4DIPPM1SJODJQBMT QSPWJEFT
a format for student lead youth forums; information
is available at http://www.nasc.us/s_nasc/sec.
asp?CID=1266&DID=55678
5IF/PSUI$BSPMJOB$JWJD&EVDBUJPO$POTPSUJVNIBT
a Community Forum Toolkit that can be tailored for
youth council use. It is available at http://www.civics.
unc.edu/civicindex/aboutforums.htm
t $SFBUFBZPVUIDPVODJMQVCMJDBUJPOUPCFEJTUSJCVUFEBUMPDBM
NJEEMFBOEIJHITDIPPMTPSBTBMFBnFUJOMPDBMOFXTQBQFS
t 0SHBOJ[FDPNNVOJUZTFSWJDFQSPKFDUTTVDIBT
4USFBNBOEPSIJHIXBZDMFBOVQT
 Senior center volunteering
5VUPSJOHPSNFOUPSJOHZPVUIT FHi#JH#SPUIFS#JH
4JTUFSQSPHSBNTw
0SHBOJ[JOHESJWFT FHGPSGPPE DMPUIFT TDIPPM
supplies, holiday gifts, etc.)
 Adopt-a-pet
7PMVOUFFSJOHBUBGPPECBOLPSTIFMUFS
t -FBEBDJUZXJEFFEVDBUJPOBMPSBEWPDBDZDBNQBJHOBEESFTTJOH
a youth identiﬁed issue of concern (i.e. water conservation;
HMPCBMXBSNJOHTDIPPMCVMMZJOHWJPMFODFSFEVDF SFVTF 
SFDZDMJOH 333 FUD
t $POEVDUJOUFSWJFXTPGMPDBMHPWFSONFOUPGmDJBMTBOEDJUZTUBGG
to be aired on local public access channel
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t "EWPDBUFGPSQBSUJDVMBSEFWFMPQNFOUQSPKFDUTPOCFIBMGPG
local youth (for example, building a skate park or athletic ﬁeld)
t 1MBOBOEPSHBOJ[FGVOESBJTJOHFWFOUTGPSZPVUISFMBUFE
EFWFMPQNFOUQSPKFDUTBOEPSDIBSJUBCMFDBVTFT
t +PCTIBEPXJOHEBZXJUIDJUZFMFDUFEPGmDJBMTBOEEFQBSUNFOU
heads
t 0SHBOJ[FBi$BSFFSTJO$JUZ(PWFSONFOUwDBSFFSEBZBUMPDBM
schools
t "DUBTMJBJTPOTCFUXFFODJUZDPVODJMBOEMPDBMZPVUIUISPVHI
school announcements
t 1SPNPUFDJWJDJOWPMWFNFOUPGPUIFSMPDBMZPVUICZ
TQFBSIFBEJOHDJWJDNJOEFEDMVCTPSHBOJ[BUJPOTJOTDIPPMT
t "UUFOEDJUZDPVODJMDPNNJTTJPONFFUJOHT QFSIBQTPOF
member should be present at each meeting and report back
to the youth council on topics covered)
t .BJOUBJOBMPDBMZPVUIDPVODJM8FCTJUFUIBUQSPWJEFTSFMFWBOU
information to local youth
t "UUFOEQSPGFTTJPOBMEFWFMPQNFOUXPSLTIPQTPOMFBEFSTIJQ 
goal setting, public speaking, etc.
t "UUFOEJOHPSIPTUJOHDJUZGPSVNT DPOGFSFODFTBOEFWFOUTJO
order to represent youth perspective
For additional ideas, go to http://www.nasc.us/s_nasc/sec.
asp?CID=164&DID=5356. While these ideas are tailored to
TDIPPMTTUVEFOUHPWFSONFOUT NBOZJEFBTDBOCFSFQMJDBUFEBU
the communitywide level with your youth council.
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Appendix I.
An ordinance from the City of Dade City creating the city’s Youth Council.

ARTICLE IV. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS*
DIVISION 2. CITY YOUTH COUNCIL
Sec. 2-171. Creation.
There is created a board to be known as the city youth council, which shall
consist of ﬁve members plus two alternates from high school and one alternate
from middle school (eighth grade only). The members will be city residents who
are actively enrolled in a public or private high school in grades nine through
12. The members shall be appointed by the city commission and each member
appointed shall serve a term of two years, unless grade 12 is completed during
UIFUFSN BUXIJDIUJNFUIFQPTJUJPOTIBMMCFEFDMBSFEWBDBOU0GUIFmWFJOJUJBM
members appointed to the ﬁrst board, three shall serve for a term of two years
and two shall serve for a term of one year. The two high school alternates
and the eighth grade alternate shall be appointed by the city commission for
a one-year term annually. Unlike other boards, the term of the members of
the city youth council will expire and be appointed in April of each year. The
commissioners will attend board meetings and, along with city staff, coordinate
activities.
0SE/P f 
Sec. 2-172. Election of ofﬁcers.
The city youth council shall elect a chairman to conduct meetings and a viceDIBJSNBOUPDPOEVDUNFFUJOHTJOUIFBCTFODFPGUIFDIBJSNBO&MFDUJPOTTIBMM
be held at the ﬁrst regular meeting after annual appointments are made by the
city commission.
0SE/P f 
Sec. 2-173. Vacancies.
Irregular vacancies on the city youth council shall be ﬁlled as they occur and
regular vacancies shall be ﬁlled by appointment in April of each year.
0SE/P f 
Sec. 2-174. Meetings; records.
5IFDJUZZPVUIDPVODJMTIBMMIPMEBUMFBTUPOFSFHVMBSNFFUJOHQFSRVBSUFS 
XJUIPQUJPOUPNFFUNPSFPGUFOBTOFFEFEPSEFTJSFE1VCMJDSFDPSEPGTVDI
meetings shall be kept by the ofﬁce of the city clerk. All meetings shall be
QVCMJDVOEFS'4f
0SE/P f 
Sec. 2-175. Absences from meetings.
Absences from three consecutive regular meetings of the city youth council
shall cause a member to be removed from their seat, unless such absence is
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excused by a majority vote of the board, with such excuse duly entered upon
its minutes.
0SE/P f 
Sec. 2-176. Duties and responsibilities.
The city youth council shall have the duty and responsibility to:
 &WBMVBUFBOESFWJFXQSPCMFNTGBDJOHZPVUIJOUIFDJUZ
(2) Facilitate neighborhood meetings with youth to discuss problems, needs,
suggested improvements for our community.
 .FFUSFHVMBSMZXJUIUIFNBZPSBOEDJUZDPNNJTTJPOUPTIBSFJEFBTBOE
discuss issues, concerns, and needed improvements.
(4) Attend city commission meetings and participate in vision and goal sessions.
 1SFTFOUSFDPNNFOEFEJNQSPWFNFOUTUPUIFDJUZDPNNJTTJPOBOEDJUZ
manager of public projects and programs.
 "TTJTUJOQMBOOJOHZPVUISFDSFBUJPOBDUJWJUJFT
 &WBMVBUFBOEBEWJTFUIFDJUZDPNNJTTJPOBOEPSDJUZNBOBHFSPOJTTVFT
forwarded to the city youth council for advice.
0SE/P f 
4FDT3FTFSWFE
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Appendix 2.
A sample letter inviting students to apply for a newly established Youth
Council.*
%FBS1BSFOU(VBSEJBO
The City of ________ is proud to announce a new and exciting opportunity for
SJTJOHUIUIHSBEFTUVEFOUT5IFDJUZTOFX Youth Council will provide our
youth an opportunity to increase their knowledge of civic education through
QSBDUJDBMIBOETPOFYQFSJFODF5IF:PVUI$PVODJMXJMMCFDPNQPTFEPGUI
12th grade students who will be charged with representing youth in the City of
______________.
The Youth Council will:
t *OWPMWFZPVUIJOMPDBMHPWFSONFOUUIPVHIQBSUJDJQBUJPOPOMPDBMCPBSET
and committees;
t *ODSFBTFZPVUIWPJDFBOEDPNNVOJDBUJPOJO@@@@@@@hTGVUVSFEJSFDUJPO
t *ODSFBTFWPMVOUFFSJTNBNPOHZPVUIBOEBEVMUTJODJWJDBGGBJSTBOE
t &OIBODFDJWJDFEVDBUJPOUISPVHIUFBDIFSUSBJOJOH
Youth Council members will be selected through a competitive application
process. An ideal Youth Council will be composed of a diverse group of young
QFPQMFUIBUSFQSFTFOU"--ZPVUIJO@@@@@@@@0VSQSJNBSZDSJUFSJPOGPSTFMFDUJPO
will be a demonstration that the young person wants to make a difference here
JO@@@@@@@@oBOEXFXJMMHJWFUIFNBOPQQPSUVOJUZUPEPKVTUUIBU
Seventeen of the Youth Council members will be voting members from the
9th - 12th grades, and three will be non-voting Youth Council apprentices from
the 8th grade. These 8th grade members will take part in all Council activities
and learn the role of a Council member so that they can assume the role
VQPOFOUFSJOHUIFUIHSBEF"MMNFNCFSTXJMMCFSFRVJSFEUPBUUFOENPOUIMZ
meetings.
We will be distributing Youth Council applications through the schools in early
August, when the students return to school. Applications will be due in ____,
XJUIPVSmSTUNFFUJOHJO@@@@@@@@@1MFBTFEJTDVTTUIJTFYDJUJOHPQQPSUVOJUZXJUI
your rising 8th grader or high school student and encourage them to apply for
service on the Youth Council.
*GZPVIBWFBEEJUJPOBMRVFTUJPOTBCPVUUIF@@@@@@@@@:PVUI$PVODJM QMFBTF
DPOUBDU+PIO%PFBUPS@@@@@@@@!HFOFSJDHPW
Sincerely,

5IFBCPWFMFUUFSJTCBTFEPOBMFUUFSGSPN(SFFOF$PVOUZ /PSUI$BSPMJOB*U
has been modiﬁed for League members.
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Appendix 3.
A Mayor’s Youth Council application form from the City of West Palm Beach.

City of __________
Mayor’s Youth Council Application
5IFWJTJPOGPSUIF.BZPST:PVUI$PVODJMJTUPFNQPXFSDBSJOHZPVUIEFEJDBUFE
to personal development and servant leadership. If you are interested in
applying for membership to the council, please complete the following
BQQMJDBUJPO"QQMJDBOUT.645CFBDJUZSFTJEFOUBOECFJOHSBEFTUISPVHI
1MFBTFUZQFPSQSJOUDMFBSMZJOCMVFPSCMBDLJOL:PVNBZBUUBDIBEEJUJPOBM
sheets if necessary: ALL information must be completed in order to be
DPOTJEFSFEGPSUIF.BZPST:PVUI$PVODJM
/BNF _______________________________________ Age: ________________
School: _____________________________________(SBEF ________________
)PNF"EESFTT ________________________________ Zip: ________________
Telephone: ______________________________$FMM1IPOF ________________
&.BJM ____________________________________________________________
1BSFOU(VBSEJBO ___________________________________________________
0QUJPOBM*OGPSNBUJPO _______________________________________________
The City of ___________ does not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, sex,
creed, national origin or disability. This information need not be provided. It
JTSFRVFTUFEUPGBDJMJUBUFUIF$JUZPG@@@@@@@@@@@HPBMPGBTTFNCMJOHBEJWFSTF
HSPVQ0NJUUJOHUIJTJOGPSNBUJPOXJMMOPUBGGFDUZPVSBQQMJDBUJPO
3BDFPSFUIOJDHSPVQ@@@"NFSJDBO*OEJBO@@@"GSJDBO"NFSJDBO
@@@"TJBO@@@8IJUF@@@.JEEMF&BTUFSO@@@)JTQBOJD
0UIFS QMFBTFTQFDJGZ@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
(FOEFS@@@'FNBMF@@@.BMF#JSUI%BUF _________________________
1MFBTFDIFDLBMMUIBUBQQMZ
@@@@@*IBWFUSBOTQPSUBUJPOUPHFUUP:PVUI$PVODJMNFFUJOHTFWFOUT
_____ I initiated my interest in this program.
_____ I was asked to apply for this position.
By whom? ____________________________ 1PTJUJPO ___________________
0SHBOJ[BUJPO______________________________________________________
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8IZEPZPVXBOUUPTFSWFBTBNFNCFSPGUIF.BZPST:PVUI$PVODJM  GFFMGSFF
to add a sheet of paper)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
What are the three most important issues to you, your friends and your family
concerning your neighborhood?
1. ____________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
1MFBTFMJTUBOZPUIFSBDUJWJUJFTZPVXJMMCFJOWPMWFEJOEVSJOHUIFTDIPPMZFBS
Include employment, sports, community, school and religious groups.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
What personal skills and characteristics do you possess that would make you a
good representative?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
If you could bring one thing to this city or change one thing, what would it be?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Are you willing to attend the meetings, events and activities of the Youth
Council for one year and commit to making a difference in our city?
:FT@@@@/P@@@@
Are you interested in community service points for this project?
:FT@@@@/P@@@@
1MFBTFMJTUUXPBEVMUSFGFSFODFT OPOSFMBUJWFT XJUIQIPOFOVNCFST:PVNVTU
also attach letters of recommendation from these individuals. The letters must
CFOPNPSFUIBOPOFQBHFJOMFOHUIBOEUZQFE1MFBTFJODMVEFPOFMFUUFSGSPN
your school principal or other school based personnel and one letter from a
community member who is familiar with you.
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1. __________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________
I have read and understand the commitment required for the Mayor’s Youth
Council. I also realize the importance of teamwork and cooperation and I am
willing to make this commitment.
Student Signature: _______________________ %BUF ______________________
1BSFOU-FHBM(VBSEJBO1FSNJTTJPO*HJWFNZQFSNJTTJPOGPS
________________________ to seek the position of representative on the
.BZPST:PVUI$PVODJM
4JHOBUVSFPG1BSFOU(VBSEJBO _________________________________________
%BUF _______________________________________________________________
&NFSHFODZ5FMFQIPOF/VNCFS _______________________________________
&NFSHFODZ$FMM/VNCFS _____________________________________________
/BNFPGFNFSHFODZDPOUBDUBOESFMBUJPOTIJQUPZPVUI ___________________
%FBEMJOFUP"QQMZ ___________________________________________________
.BJMUP$JUZPG ______________________________________________________
Thank You!
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Appendix 4
The following is a sample Oath of Ofﬁce for new members of your Youth
Council.

_________ Youth Council
0BUIPG0GmDF
Florida
$*5:0'@@@@@@@@@@

I, ________________________, do solemnly swear that I will support,
uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America, and
the laws thereof; that I will support, uphold and defend the Constitution
and laws of the State of Florida, not inconsistent therewith, that I will
observe and obey the laws and ordinances of the City of _______, Florida;
that I will faithfully perform and discharge the duties incumbent upon me
as member of the _______ YOUTH COUNCIL fairly and honestly and to
UIFCFTUPGNZTLJMMBOEBCJMJUZTPIFMQNF(0%
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@$PVODJM.FNCFS

5IJTUIFUIEBZPG4FQUFNCFS
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Appendix 5.
Destin Youth Council By-Laws
ARTICLE I
MEMBERSHIP
Section 1 – Representation
"UPUBMPGOPNPSFUIBOGPVSUFFO  NFNCFSTXJMMTFSWFPOUIF%FTUJO:PVUI
$PVODJM5IF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMTFFLJOJUTNFNCFSTIJQBEJWFSTF
SFQSFTFOUBUJPOSFnFDUJOHUIFDPNNVOJUZ
Section 2 – Membership Qualiﬁcations
"MMNFNCFSTNVTUMJWFXJUIJOUIFDJUZMJNJUTPG%FTUJOBOENVTUCFCFUXFFOUIF
HSBEFTPGUP.FNCFSTTIBMMIBWFBUMFBTUB(1"
Section 3 – Term Limits
Terms shall be for one year, or until the student transfers or graduates from
IJHITDIPPM.FNCFSTNBZSFBQQMZFWFSZZFBSQSPWJEFEUIFZSFNBJOXJUIJOUIF
HSBEFMJNJUTPGUIFNFNCFSTIJQRVBMJmDBUJPOT
Section 4 – Application Process
.FNCFSTPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMCFDIPTFOUISPVHIBOBQQMJDBUJPO
process. Interested parties shall complete a simple application form. The
%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJMTIBMMSFWJFXUIFBQQMJDBUJPOBOETFMFDUNFNCFSTPGUIF
%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM
Section 5 – Appointment of Members
&BDINFNCFSPGUIF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJMTIBMMBQQPJOUUXPNFNCFSTUPUIF
%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM
Section 6 – Conduct
&BDINFNCFSPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMNVTUDPOEVDUIJNTFMGPSIFSTFMGJOB
positive, friendly and law-abiding manner at all times. There will be no smoking,
drinking alcoholic beverages or using illegal drugs by any member of the Youth
Council. Such behavior will not be tolerated and is ground for dismissal from
the Youth Council.
ARTICLE II
OFFICES
Section 1 – Ofﬁces
The City Clerk shall serve as temporary chair for purposes of presiding over the
FMFDUJPOPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM$IBJSQFSTPO5IF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM
TIBMMFMFDUGSPNJUTNFNCFSTB$IBJSQFSTPO 7JDF$IBJSQFSTPO BOE4FDSFUBSZ
5IFDBOEJEBUFSFDFJWJOHBNBKPSJUZWPUFPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMNFNCFST
is elected.
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Section 2 – Ofﬁcer Duties
The duties of the ofﬁcers shall be as follows:
B5IF$IBJSQFSTPOTIBMMQSFTJEFBUUIFNFFUJOHTPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM
and shall be charged with the administration of the affairs of the Youth
$PVODJMXJUIBTTJTUBODFGSPNUIF0GmDFPGUIF$JUZ$MFSL5IF$IBJSQFSTPO
shall perform such other duties as provided by these by-laws or by rule of
UIF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJM
C5IFEVUJFTPGUIF7JDF$IBJSTIBMMCFUPQFSGPSNUIFEVUJFTBOEFYFSDJTF
the power of the Chair during the absence of the Chair.
D5IF4FDSFUBSZTIBMMEFUFSNJOFBRVPSVNGPSUIFNFFUJOHBOESFQPSUCBDL
to the City Clerk. The Secretary shall conduct the roll call at the start of
UIFNFFUJOH5IF4FDSFUBSZTIBMMQSFTJEFBUUIFNFFUJOHTPGUIF%FTUJO
Youth Council and perform the duties and exercise the power of the Chair
EVSJOHUIFBCTFODFPGCPUIUIF$IBJSBOEUIF7JDF$IBJS
Section 3 – Election of Ofﬁcers
The ofﬁcers of the Youth Council shall be elected annually. The ofﬁcers of
the Youth Council shall be elected by a majority vote of the voting members
present.
Section 4 – Term of Ofﬁcers
The term of all ofﬁces provided for in Section one hereof shall be for one year;
however that all ofﬁcers shall continue to hold ofﬁce until their successors are
FMFDUFE0GmDFSTPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMCFFMFDUFEBUUIFmSTU:PVUI
$PVODJMNFFUJOHIFMEJO0DUPCFSPGFBDIDBMFOEBSZFBS
Section 5 – Vacancies of Ofﬁcers
4IPVMEBWBDBODZPDDVSJOBOPGmDFPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMCZSFTJHOBUJPO 
removal or by some other reason, the ofﬁce shall be ﬁlled by an election for the
WBDBOUPGmDFBUUIFOFYUSFHVMBSNFFUJOHPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM
ARTICLE III
MEETINGS
Section 1 – Regular Meetings
3FHVMBSNFFUJOHTPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMCFIFMEPODFBNPOUIPO
UIFGPVSUI5IVSTEBZPGUIFNPOUI CFUXFFOUIFIPVSTPGQNUPQN
5IFQSJODJQBMNFFUJOHQMBDFPGUIF:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMCFBU%FTUJO$JUZ)BMM
Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of the Youth Council in
all cases to which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent
XJUIUIFTFCZMBXT.BUUFSTGPSDPOTJEFSBUJPOCZUIF:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMCF
presented only at Youth Council meetings. Before convening a meeting of the
:PVUI$PVODJM UIF$IBJSQFSTPOPGUIF:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMJOGPSNUIF0GmDFPG
the City Clerk of the subject matter of the meeting.
5IF0GmDFPGUIF$JUZ$MFSLTIBMMHJWFQVCMJDOPUJDFPGUIFNFFUJOHJO
BDDPSEBODFXJUIUIFSFRVJSFNFOUTPGUIF'MPSJEB0QFO.FFUJOHT-BX5IJT
OPUJDFTIBMMJODMVEFQPTUJOHPOUIF$JUZPG%FTUJOTPGmDJBMXFCTJUF
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Section 2 – Special Meetings
4QFDJBMNFFUJOHTNBZCFDBMMFEVQPOUIFSFRVFTUPGUIF$IBJSQFSTPO3FRVFTU
for special meetings shall be sent via electronic mail, or by telephone, to the
ofﬁce of the City Clerk at least 48 hours before the time of the meeting. This
SFRVFTUTIBMMJODMVEFUIFSFBTPOPSSFBTPOTGPSSFRVFTUJOHUIFTQFDJBMNFFUJOH
5IF0GmDFPGUIF$JUZ$MFSLTIBMMOPUJGZFWFSZNFNCFSPGUIF:PVUI$PVODJMWJB
FMFDUSPOJDNBJMPSCZUFMFQIPOF/PTVCKFDUTPUIFSUIBOUIPTFTUBUFEJOUIF
notice shall be considered at the special meeting.
Section 3 – Open Meetings
"MMNFFUJOHTPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMCFPQFOUPUIFQVCMJDBOECF
TVCKFDUUPBMMSFRVJSFNFOUTPGUIF'MPSJEBT0QFO.FFUJOH-BX
Section 4 – Quorum
5IFQSFTFODFPGBNBKPSJUZPGUIFFOUJSFNFNCFSTIJQPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI
$PVODJMTIBMMDPOTUJUVUFBRVPSVNGPSBNFFUJOHPGUIF:PVUI$PVODJM"
RVPSVNJTOFDFTTBSZUPUSBOTBDUPGmDJBMCVTJOFTTBUBOZNFFUJOH
Section 5 – Voting
The afﬁrmative vote of a majority of the members present shall be necessary to
BEPQUBSFDPNNFOEBUJPOUPCFGPSXBSEFEUPUIF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJMGPSSFWJFX
BOEPSQPTTJCMFBDUJPO
Section 6 – Order of Business
The Chairperson of the Youth Council shall, when present, call the members
of the Youth Council to order. Before proceedings to business, the roll of the
members shall be called, and the names of those present (and absent) entered
JOUIFNJOVUFT*GBRVPSVNJTQSFTFOU UIFPSEFSPGUIFCVTJOFTTTIBMMCF
B1MFEHFPGBMMFHJBODF
b. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting.
c. Unﬁnished business.
E.BUUFSTGPSDPOTJEFSBUJPO
e. Announcements.
f. Adjournment.
Section 7 – Recordings of Meetings
The proceedings of the Youth Council shall be recorded by the City Clerk.
3FDPSETTIBMMCFQSFTFSWFEJOBDDPSEBODFXJUIUIFSFDPSESFUFOUJPOTDIFEVMF
FTUBCMJTIFECZUIF0GmDFPGUIF$JUZ$MFSL
Section 8 – Conduct of Members
/PNFNCFSPGUIF:PVUI$PVODJMTIBMMJOUFSGFSFXJUIUIFPSEFSMZQSPHSFTTPGUIF
meeting by leaving his or her seat or engaging in unnecessary conversation.
Any member guilty of any unprofessional conduct shall be reported to the
%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJM
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Section 9 – Attendance
Attendance at regular Youth Council meetings is expected from all members.
If a member cannot attend due to sickness or for a duly authorized reason, the
NFNCFSTIBMMOPUJGZUIF0GmDFPGUIF$JUZ$MFSLXIPTIBMMOPUJGZUIF$IBJSPGUIF
%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJM"OZNFNCFSXIPGBJMTUPBQQFBSBOEBOTXFSUPIJTPSIFS
name when the roll is called at any regular meeting or special meeting shall be
SFDPSEFEBTBCTFOU FYDVTFEPSVOFYDVTFE "OZNFNCFSPGUIF%FTUJO:PVUI
Council who missed three consecutive meetings (excused or unexcused) shall
CFSFQPSUFEUPUIF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJM
ARTICLE IV
REPORTS
Section 1 – Annual Report to the Destin City Council
5IF$IBJSQFSTPOPSIJTPSIFSEFTJHOFFTIBMMNBLFBSFQPSUUPUIF%FTUJO$JUZ
Council of the activities and business of the Youth Council at least once each
calendar year.
ARTICLE V
ROLE OF THE DESTIN CITY COUNCIL
Section 1 – Role of City Council
5IF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJMTIBMMSFDFJWFSFDPNNFOEBUJPOTGSPNUIF%FTUJO:PVUI
$PVODJM5IF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJMTIBMMQSPWJEFTVQQPSUTUBGGUPUIF%FTUJO
Youth Council to assist them in carrying out their duties. The City Council
TIBMMDPNNVOJDBUFVQDPNJOHJTTVFTUPUIF%FTUJO:PVUI$PVODJMTPUIFZNBZ
respond accordingly.
ARTICLE VI
BY-LAWS AND AMENDMENTS
Section 1 – By-Laws and Amendments
The by-laws of the Youth Council shall be reviewed once each year. The bylaws may be amended at a regular stated meeting provided two-thirds of the
members of the Youth Council approve the amendment in a roll call vote;
providing further that the amendment is part of the agenda for the meeting
and the membership has been notiﬁed in writing. By-laws and amendments
NVTUCFBQQSPWFECZUIF%FTUJO$JUZ$PVODJMJOPSEFSUPUBLFFGGFDU
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Appendix 6.
Destin Youth Council Mission Statement

Mission Statement
Destin Youth Council
5PQSPWJEF%FTUJOTZPVUIXJUIUIFPQQPSUVOJUZUPQBSUJDJQBUFJOUIF$JUZT
decision-making process, through recommendations to the City Council
that address youth issues, promote existing positive programs, and develop
QSPHSBNT QSPKFDUTBOEBDUJWJUJFTGPSUIFZPVOHQFPQMFJOUIF$JUZPG%FTUJO
thereby promoting and encouraging the youth to become effective leaders in
UIFDPNNVOJUZCZIFMQJOHTIBQFUIFGVUVSFPG%FTUJO
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