COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

RECYCLING PROGRAM


SAN DIEGO COUNTY CODE OF REGULATORY ORDINANCES

Title 6, Division 8, Chapter 5 Management of Solid Waste  

Excerpts on Commercial Recycling

There are many sections of Chapter 5, not included here, which address non-recycled solid waste, hazardous waste, and solid waste franchise agreements.  For the full text of this chapter, see: http://www.amlegal.com/sandiego_county_ca/.

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS

SEC. 68.501 GENERAL

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the management of Solid Waste, the storage, collection, transportation, and recovery of marketable and recyclable materials; [and] the disposal of solid waste in San Diego County; …

(b) Definitions.  For the purpose of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning given herein unless their use in the text of the Chapter clearly demonstrates a different meaning.

(1) “Aluminum” means recoverable aluminum materials such as used beverage containers, siding, and other manufactured items.

(2) “Authorized Enforcement Official” means the Director of the Department of Public Works …

(6) “Buy-back Center” means a facility which pays a fee for the delivery and transfer of ownership to the facility of source separated materials, for the purpose of recycling or composting.

(7) “Cardboard” means post-consumer waste paper grade corrugated cardboard (#11), kraft (brown) paper bags or solid fiber boxes which have served their packaging purpose and are discarded and can later be …[recycled].

(8) “Collection” means to take physical possession of solid waste materials or recyclables at residential … sites, …

 (11) “Commercial Service” means collection of all types of solid wastes generated by              

         stores, offices, and other commercial sources.

(16) “Designated Recyclables” means those materials designated as such by the Authorized Enforcement Official or by this chapter.

(23) “Glass bottles and jars” means food and beverage containers including

container glass covered by the deposit law, and excluding household and kitchen containers such as drinking glasses, cups, and cooking and serving dishes.

(25) “Hospitality Facilities” means establishments serving food and beverages    

      including all restaurants, taverns, and hotels and motels with restaurants and/or 

      taverns on the premises. 

(26) “Hospitality Recyclables” means aluminum, corrugated cardboard, glass jars  

and bottles, plastic beverage bottles, tin and bi-metal cans, and white goods 

generated by hospitality facilities. 

      (41) “Office Buildings” means any office and/or combination of offices enclosed in a 

             single or connected building with 20,000 square feet or more of office space 

 used for commercial, governmental, or educational purposes.

      (42) “Office Paper” means waste paper grades of office generated paper. Examples 

 include computer and ledger papers and other papers that are commonly 

accepted by office paper recycling services. 

      (43) “Office Recyclables” means office paper, corrugated cardboard, newspaper, and 

aluminum. 

(48) “Plastic Beverage Bottles” means plastic containers composed of “natural” high 
density polyethylene (HDPE #2) and polyethylene terephthalate (PET or PETE 

#1) resin types with narrow necks, or mouth openings smaller than the diameter 

of the container bodies, used for containing milk, juice, soft drinks, or water 

intended for human consumption; to be distinguished from non-food bottles such 

as those for containing motor oil, detergent, or other household products.

(54) “Recycle” or “recycling” means the process of collecting, sorting, cleansing,

 treating, and reconfiguring materials that would otherwise become solid waste, 

and returning them to the economic mainstream in the form of raw material for new, reused, or reconstituted products which meet the quality standards necessary to be used in the market place.  Recycling does not include transformation.

      (67) “Segregated From Other Waste Material” means any of the following: the 

placement of recyclables in separate containers; the binding of recyclable material separately from waste material; the physical separation of recyclables from other waste material. 

(72) “Storage” means the interim containment of solid waste, materials and 

recyclables in an approved manner.

(73) “Tin and bi-metal cans” means any food or beverage containers that are 

composed of steel with a tin coating or steel and aluminum.

(77) “White Goods” means kitchen or other large appliances.

SEC. 68.506 SCAVENGING

The Department of Public Works shall have the authority and responsibility for enforcing this section.

Where separate collection or salvaging operation is initiated in any of the unincorporated areas of the County to further the recovery of reusable or recyclable items, the following shall apply:

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person other than those authorized to remove from any curb, alley, street, designated pick-up location, or any storage area or container … any separated salvageable commodity.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to disturb or tamper with any receptacle containing salvageable material, or the contents thereof, or to remove any such receptacle … unless authorized by the owner of said receptacle.

ARTICLE III. SOLID WASTE AND DESIGNATED RECYCLABLES STORAGE AND REMOVAL 
The Department of Public Works shall have the authority and responsibility for enforcing Article III, Solid Waste and Designated Recyclables Storage and Removal, which consists of Sections 68.520 through 68.521.5.

SEC. 68.521 STORAGE.
Where the collector furnishes storage containers, the collector is responsible for maintaining the container in good condition, ordinary wear and tear excepted, unless the containers are furnished under other terms, conditions, or agreements.  The collector shall plan with the property owner, operator, and/or occupant as to placement of storage containers to minimize traffic, nuisance, litter, and other problems.

(c) Containers for designated recyclables shall be provided by collectors to each of their customers, for collection of designated recyclables, in accordance with the implementation schedule designated in this chapter.

(1) Containers provided to … Commercial entities … shall effectively segregate the designated recyclables for pick-up.

SEC. 68.521.5. STORAGE.
The owner, operator, and/or occupant of any premise, business establishment, industry, or other property, vacant or occupied, shall be responsible for the safe and sanitary storage of all refuse, and designated recyclables, accumulated on the property.  Designated recyclables shall be stored separately from refuse.

SEC. 68.562. STANDARDS FOR COLLECTOR.
Collectors providing services shall comply with the following:

(d) At the time of opening an account and biannually thereafter, all collectors shall notify their customers concerning the regulations governing the disposal of designated recyclables, solid waste, hazardous and toxic wastes…

(f) Collectors are required to provide collection of designated recyclables in the unincorporated areas of San Diego County.

ARTICLE VII. PROHIBITION OF COLLECTION OF RECYCLABLES WITH MIXED WASTE FOR ALL WASTE GENERATED IN UNINCORPORATED SAN DIEGO COUNTY
SEC. 68.570. DESIGNATED RECYCLABLE MATERIALS.

The Department of Public Works shall have the authority and responsibility for enforcing Article VII, Prohibition of Collection of Recyclables with Mixed Waste for All Waste Generated in Unincorporated San Diego County, which consists of Section 68.570.

Mandatory recycling shall be in effect for all waste generated in unincorporated San Diego County.  Designated recyclables shall be stored separately from refuse.
The following recyclable material designations apply to all collectors of solid waste generated in unincorporated San Diego County.

No collector shall deliver for disposal designated recyclables mixed with non-recyclable material.

COMMERCIAL RECYCLABLE MATERIALS

(a) Office buildings of more than 20,000 square feet used for commercial, governmental, or educational purposes: corrugated cardboard and office paper. 

(b) From hospitality facilities, which includes all restaurants and taverns, and hotels and motels with eating and drinking establishments: aluminum, corrugated cardboard, glass bottles and jars, plastic beverage bottles, tin and bi-metal cans, and white goods (appliances).

ARTICLE VIII. ENFORCEMENT

SEC. 68.581 CITATION AUTHORITY
The Authorized Enforcement Official shall have responsibility for the enforcement of all provisions of this Chapter which have been designated to said … official per departmental responsibilities stated in Section 68.501.  Pursuant to Penal Code Section 836.5, the above specified agents or deputies may issue a citation without a warrant when they have reasonable cause to believe that the person has committed an infraction or misdemeanor in their presence which is a violation of this Chapter.  Violations of these regulations will be prosecuted in the same manner as other violations of the County Code; however, nothing in the regulations shall prevent the authorized agents or deputies from efforts to obtain voluntary compliance by way of warning, notice of violation or educational means.

SEC. 68.582. RIGHT OF ENTRY

The Authorized Enforcement Official may enter upon privately owned land in adherence with established procedures, to investigate reports or complaints related to violations of, and to enforce the provisions of this Chapter.

SEC. 68.583 PROOF OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR VIOLATION.
In any prosecution alleging a violation of this Chapter, proof by the people of the State of California of a violation by particular identifiable material described in the complaint, together with proof upon which an inference may be drawn of ownership, at the time of the violation, by the defendant named in the complaint, may constitute prima facie evidence of responsibility for the violation by the named defendant.

Citations may be delivered in person to the violator by the agent or deputy, or they may be mailed to the person so charged by Registered Mail, if the violator cannot be readily found.

NOTE 1:  CITATION PENALTIES
This application of the County Administrative Citation carries a financial penalty up to $500 per citation. 

NOTE 2: RECYCLING SPACE ALLOCATION

The adequacy, accessibility, and convenience of recycling installations and service, as well as enclosure signage are addressed in the County Code addressing Recycling Space Allocation, a County Code in effect by State law.  County staff considers these three criteria to assess the code compliance of recycling installations and service at commercial businesses, and are available to review General Requirements with complex owners and managers. 

More from SDC ordinance
 (f)     Collectors are required to provide collection of designated recyclables in the unincorporated areas of San Diego County.

     (g)     The collector must submit quarterly reports to the Director, Department of Public Works, on or before May 1, August 1, November 1, and February 1 for the first through fourth quarters, respectively of each year, identifying the weight in tons of all designated recyclables and all disposable solid waste collected. The reports must identify the weight in tons of each type of recyclable. Collector must also provide "export reports," as defined in California Code of Regulations Sections 18800 through 18813, on the above quarterly reporting schedule.

(Amended by Ord. No. 7920 

SEC. 68.570. DESIGNATED RECYCLABLE MATERIALS.
     The Department of Public Works shall have the authority and responsibility for enforcing Article VII, Prohibition of Collection of Recyclables with Mixed Waste for All Waste Generated in Unincorporated San Diego County, which consists of Section 68.570.

     Mandatory recycling shall be in effect for all waste generated in unincorporated San Diego County.  Designated recyclables shall be stored separately from refuse.

     The following recyclable material designations apply to all collectors of solid waste generated in unincorporated San Diego County.

     No collector shall deliver for disposal designated recyclables mixed with non-recyclable material.

RESIDENTIAL RECYCLABLE MATERIALS

     (a)     Aluminum, glass bottles and jars, newspaper, plastic beverage bottles, tin and bi-metal cans, white goods (appliances), and yard wastes.

COMMERCIAL RECYCLABLES

     (a)     Office buildings of more than 20,000 square feet used for commercial, governmental, or educational purposes: corrugated cardboard and office paper.

     (b)     From hospitality facilities, which includes all restaurants and taverns, and hotels and motels with eating and drinking establishments: aluminum, corrugated cardboard, glass jars and bottles, plastic beverage bottles, tin and bi-metal can, and white goods.

INDUSTRIAL RECYCLABLES MATERIALS

     Industrial loads consisting of 90% or more of any one of the following materials: asphalt, concrete, dirt, land clearing brush, sand, or rock.

(Amended by Ord. No. 7920 (N.S.), effective 7-11-91; amended by Ord. No. 8060 (N.S.), effective 5-28-92; amended by Ord. No. 8089 (N.S.), § 1, effective 7-16-92; Section 1 of Ord. No. 8089 (N.S.) repealed by Ord. No. 8100 (N.S.), effective 7-1-92; amended by Ord. No. 8866 (N.S.), effective 1-6-98; amended by Ord. No. 9495 (N.S.), effective 9-13-02)
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