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About This Document 
 
This document tracks and shares local agency best practice activities completed 
and counted as part of a city or county’s participation in the climate change and 
sustainability recognition program, the Beacon Award: Local Leadership toward 
Solving Climate Change. The Beacon Award is a statewide program recognizing 
cities and counties that are working to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, save 
energy and adopt policies and programs that promote sustainability.  
 
The Beacon Award is sponsored by the Institute for Local Government and the 
Statewide Energy Efficiency Collaborative. The Statewide Energy Efficiency 
Collaborative (SEEC) provides support to cities and counties to help them reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and save energy. SEEC is an alliance between three 
statewide non-profit organizations and California’s four Investor-Owned Utilities. It 
builds upon the unique resources, expertise and local agency relationships of each 
partner. 

The Beacon Program is funded by California utility ratepayers and administered 
by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas and Electric, Company, 
Southern California Edison and Southern California Gas Company under the 
auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission. 
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City of Chula Vista 
Best Practice Activities 
www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward/  

Level   Energy Efficiency and Conservation Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. Retrofitting over 1,700 outdoor light fixtures at over 50 municipal sites with 
induction technology which will eventually generate 545,000 kWh in 
annual energy savings.    

5‐2014 

Level   Energy Efficiency and Conservation Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Converting 4,200 streetlights along residential roadways to LED 
technologies, which reduces energy use and improves light quality for 
public safety purposes.    

 
2. The city’s Home Upgrade, Carbon Downgrade Program has provided over 

1,900 rebates to local community members (using ARRA funds) for 
replacing their old home appliances with more energy efficient models.   

5‐2014 

Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Activity  

Level   Energy Efficiency & Conservation Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. Distributed almost $100,000 in incentives to residents to support whole-
home retrofits through Home Upgrade, Carbon Downgrade under the 
statewide Energy Upgrade California.  

  
2. Installed new high-efficiency condensing boilers at both municipal aquatic 

centers generating over 30,000 therms in annual energy savings.  
 
3. Upgraded the heating and air conditioning system at the Chula Vista 

Public Works Corp Yard generating over 300,000 kWh in annual energy 
savings.  

 

5‐2014 

http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward/�
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Water & Wastewater Systems 
Activity  

Level   Water & Wastewater Systems Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. The city is proposing an ordinance to require pre-plumbing in new 
residential homes for single-source (Laundry-to-Landscape) graywater 
systems  

5‐2014 

Level   Water & Wastewater Systems Activities   Reported  

Gold  1. Developing a “Water Reuse Resource Guide” to help educate community 
members about safe, effective ways to install graywater and rain 
harvesting systems.     

 
2. In partnership with San Diego Gas & Electric, distributed over 500 indoor 

water savings kits to residents through city-sponsored events.      

5‐2014 

Level   Water and Wastewater Systems Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. Over 350 residential, business and school properties have participated in 
the city’s sustainable landscaping program (“NatureScape”).  

 
2. Chula Vista is the largest city in California to receive certification through 

the National Wildlife Federation’s ‘Backyard Habitat’ campaign, which 
promotes wildlife and water-friendly landscaping.  

 
3. The city’s new Landscape Water Conservation Ordinance establishes 

water budgets for new construction and major renovation projects, which 
emphasize water-wise plants and high efficiency irrigation systems.  

5‐2014 
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Green Building Activity 

Level   Green Building Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. Adopted a mandatory Green Building Standard and is the only jurisdiction 
within San Diego County to have done so. Since its inception in 2010, 630 
new residential and commercial units have complied with the standards.    

5‐2014 

Level   Green Building Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Adopted “Solar Ready” ordinance requiring residential units be pre-wired 
and pre-plumbed for solar photovoltaic and solar hot water systems, 
respectively.    

 
2. Currently completing a cost effectiveness study to determine the feasibility 

of incorporating "cool” roof and paving standards to help increase energy 
savings and mitigate the "Urban Heat Island Effect."    

5‐2014 

Level   Green Building Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. The Green Building Standard requires a 20% improvement in indoor water 
conservation for new and renovated buildings.  

 
2. The Green Building Standard requires a 15-20% improvement in energy 

efficiency for new and renovated buildings, energy efficiency and indoor 
air quality.  

 
3. The Green Building Standard requires low volatile organic compounds 

(VOC) construction and finishing materials to sustain healthy indoor air 
quality in new and renovated buildings.  

 

5‐2014 
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Waste Reduction and Recycling 
Activity 

Level   Waste Reduction Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. Adopted a comprehensive Construction and Demolition Debris Ordinance, 
which requires 100% of inert materials and at least 50% of remaining 
debris generated from a project to be recycled or reused.       

5‐2014 

Level   Waste Reduction Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Offers a master composter classes to community members helping to 
educate them about sustainable landscaping and diverting organic 
materials from the landfill.      

 
2. Continues to successfully implement numerous reduce, reuse and 

recycling initiatives allowing the jurisdiction obtain a 50% diversion rate.       

5‐2014 

Level   Waste Reduction Activities   Reported  

Platinum   1. Completed a pilot project that incorporated recycled asphalt roof shingles 
into roadway pavement capital projects.  

 
2. Expanded material management services to include pharmaceutical 

collection and document shredding events for the community.      
 
3. As part of Household Hazardous Waste Program, initiated door step 

collection for disabled and elderly residents and mail-back, sharp waste 
(needles and syringes) containers at 20 local pharmacies.  

5‐2014 
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Climate-friendly Purchasing 
Activity 

Level   Climate‐Friendly Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. Adopted an Environmental Preferable Purchase Policy.      5‐2014 

Level   Climate‐Friendly Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Updated the Environmental Preferable Purchase Policy to provide a more 
effective, streamlined method to ensure that the city is leveraging its 
“purchasing power” to promote sustainable products/services.    

 
2. Encourage municipal departments to purchase products/services from 

local businesses enrolled in the city’s CLEAN Business recognition 
program.     

5‐2014 

Level   Climate‐Friendly Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. Launched a “virtual warehouse” to facilitate the reuse and sharing of 
existing office supplies and equipment amongst city departments.      

 
2. Hosted a green purchasing training, in collaboration with Office Depot, for 

local businesses and city procurement specialists.    
 
3. Completing a study to evaluate opportunities to integrate “cool paving” 

materials into municipal parking lot and street rehabilitation projects.   
 

5‐2014 
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Renewable Energy and Low-
Carbon Fuels Activity 

Level   Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Fuels Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. Created a Municipal Building Energy Policy requiring new and renovated 
city buildings to incorporate on-site renewable energy systems to meet at 
least 20% of building energy demand.     

5‐2014 

Level   Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Fuels Activity  Reported  

Gold   1. Installed a 12,000-gallon biodiesel tank at its public works yard allowing 
over 125 heavy-duty vehicles to convert to the low carbon fuel source.     

 
2. The biodiesel fuel is refined from locally-collected used restaurant grease 

and oil, thus turning a waste product into a valuable resource.        

5‐2014 

Level   Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Fuels Activity  Reported  

Platinum  1. Installed a solar hot water system at the city’s main aquatic center 
drastically reducing natural gas consumption.     

 
2. Using federal stimulus funds, the city has completed installation of over 

450 kW of solar photovoltaic systems at 11 facilities over the past year.  
 
3. Worked with the city-contracted trash hauler and transit fleets to transition 

to 100% alternative fuel sources.   
   

5‐2014 
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Efficient Transportation 
Activity 

Level   Efficient Transportation Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. Implementing a grant from the National Association of Realtors to educate 
large local employers and professional realtors about alternative commute 
options, with a special focus on bicycling.        

5‐2014 

Level   Efficient Transportation Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Hosted a presentation highlighting the economic, environmental, health 
and broader quality of life benefits from bicycling. Attended by over 300 
businesses, employees and realtors.  

 
2. As part of this grant, the city also created its first “Bike Chula Vista: Map & 

Resource Guide” that included bicycling safety tips and local bike shop 
information.     

5‐2014 

Level   Efficient Transportation Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. In partnership with all eight bike shops in Chula Vista, over 5,000 bike 
maps were distributed to community members in less than six months.    

 
2. Chula Vista applied for “business-friendly” recognition from the American 

League of Bicyclists.  
 
3. Updated its Bikeway Master Plan to assess current bicycle infrastructure 

deficiencies and to plan for 50+ miles of additional bike paths, lanes and 
routes.   

 

5‐2014 
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Land Use and Community 
Design Activity  

Level   Land Use and Community Activity  Reported  

Silver   1. In coordination with a community stakeholder group, Chula Vista began 
developing a new General Plan, zoning and operation guidelines for 
Electrical Generating Facilities (EGF) including peaker power plants, 
emergency generators and private facilities.        

5‐2014 

Level   Land Use and Community Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. The draft regulations in the zoning and operation guidelines of the General 
Plan would require any new energy generation facility to offset 100% of 
their greenhouse gas emissions through local energy efficiency and other 
mitigation projects.   

  
2. The new policy would also incentivize clean and renewable energy 

sources such as solar, wind, fuel cells and biogas.   

5‐2014 

Level   Land Use and Community Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. Chula Vista has updated its Air Quality Improvement Plan guidelines to 
require integration of energy efficient building and transportation design 
into large development projects (50 or more dwelling units or equivalent).     

 
2. The city’s design guidelines were updated to emphasize sustainable 

design features (such as shade trees, water-wise landscaping, passive 
solar/ventilation and multi-modal transportation) into smaller development 
projects (less than 50 dwelling units).      

 
3. For new development projects, Chula Vista requires that all new 

development projects analyze their GHG emissions and design their 
projects to exceed “business as usual” by at least 20%.   

5‐2014 
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Open Space and Offsetting 
Carbon Emission Activity  

Level   Open Space Offsetting Carbon Emission Activities   Reported  

Silver   1. Adopted Climate Adaptation Strategies, committing the city to ensuring 
that its open space and wildlife preserves are resilient to expected climate 
change impacts.   

5‐2014 

Level   Open Space Offsetting Carbon Emission Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Revising the city’s habitat monitoring, management and restoration 
protocols to address different climatic conditions in the future.  

 
2. Evaluating opportunities to leverage the emerging “carbon market” as a 

means to fund the ongoing management and expansion of its urban 
forests.    

5‐2014 

Level   Open Space Offsetting Carbon Emission Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. Adopted a new Shade Tree Policy that requires 50% shade cover for 
parking stalls and encourages preservation of existing shade trees.     

 
2. Installed master valves throughout the city’s open space network to 

prevent water leaks from irrigation line breaks.    
 
3. Developing a new Natural Resources Management Plan, through a 

stakeholder-driven process, to better manage the Chula Vista bayfront’s 
sensitive species and habitat.     

5‐2014 
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Promoting Community and 
Individual Action Activity 

Level   Promoting Community and Individual Action Activities   Reported  

Silver   1. Implementing part of a federally-funded grant with the California Center for 
Sustainable Energy to develop the Chula Vista Community Savings 
Initiative, a “group buy” program for whole home energy upgrades.   

5‐2014 

Level   Promoting Community and Individual Action Activities   Reported  

Gold   1. Assisted Rancho del Rey residents in selecting preferred Energy Upgrade 
California contractors, who will offer generous discounts and extended 
warranties to participating homeowners in their neighborhood through the 
Initiative.    

 
2. Collaborated with the California Center for Sustainable Energy and San 

Diego Gas & Electric to develop an Energy Showcase Home providing 
residents an opportunity to learn firsthand about home energy upgrades.    

5‐2014 

Level   Promoting Community and Individual Action Activities   Reported  

Platinum  1. Created and maintains Facebook page for Chula Vista Clean promoting 
regional sustainability events and opportunities.       

 
2. Under the Free Resource & Energy Business Evaluation (FREBE 

program), Chula Vista provided approximately 3,000 free energy and 
water evaluations to businesses as part of the city’s licensing process.    

  
3. Enrolled over 100 local businesses into its CLEAN Business recognition 

program to highlight their sustainable operations and facilities.     

5‐2014 



13 

 



14 

 

© 2014 by Institute for Local Government  

1400 K Street, Suite 205 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

916‐658‐8208 

www.ca‐ilg.org  

http://www.ca-ilg.org�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



