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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A bit about the Institute for Local Government.

ILG is the non-profit research affiliate of the League of California Cities and the California State Association of Counties.



www.ca-ilg.org 

About ILG 
Promote good 
government at the 
local level. 
 
Provide practical, 
impartial and easy-to-
use resources. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ILG’s promotes good gov’t at the local level.

Our programs provide practical, impartial and easy to use resources in the areas of local govt 101, publc engagement, ethics, healthy communities and sustainability, the program that I help staff. 



www.ca-ilg.org 

ILG’s Sustainability Program helps 
local officials identify and apply 
policies and best practices that 
support sustainable communities — 
places that foster and maintain a 
high quality of life for their residents 
on an ongoing basis.  
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Presentation Notes
Sustainability program core services

Research & dissemination in a number of topic areas including climate change, land use and healthy neighborhoods

In-person and web based information sharing & connecting

Recognition, formal and informal 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a screen shot of ILG’s sustainability best practices framework, the cornerstone of ILG’s sustainability program. First developed in 2008 and now in it’s 7th revision, the BPF offers options for local action in ten areas represented by the icons you see. 

They are drawn from practical experiences of cities and counties throughout California. The options vary in complexity and are adaptable to fit the unique needs and circumstances of individual communities.
Local officials and staff may use the framework in a variety of ways, including to:
Generate ideas about programs and policies to pursue;
Inform a comprehensive climate action planning process; or
Integrate sustainability into general plan policies.


The BPF has been used by many local agencies in the development of their CAP’s in fact the City of Redlands used the framework as a template for their CAP. 
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Presentation Notes
Screenshot of the energy efficiency best practices area to give you an idea of how the information is organized and presented.
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Presentation Notes
Guides and whitepapers are a big part of the way we disseminate our research. Here are examples of some of our work products including.
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Sustainability Resource Centers 

• SB 375 
• Commercial Recycling 
• Financing Sustainability 
• Greening Agency Fleets 
• Insuring Kids’ Health 
• Safe Routes to School 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A number of research projects have focused on a discrete sub-set of a larger research area. Resulting products are hosted in the form of “resource centers” to put it all in one place including tools, guides and stories and the like that all relate to that specific area. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We disseminate our research in a number of ways including through in many ways, most critically through the League and CSAC list servs and communication channels. This includes Western City magazine, the monthly magazine of the League of California cities which features articles and columns from ILG staff in each issue. The magazine is printed and circulated nearly every city in California. The magazine’s online version archives articles for future reference and greater circulation. ILG also hosts the articles on our website. 
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Case Stories: Highlighting Local Leadership 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We develop case stories to facilitate sharing of experiences in the spirit of learning from each other. Case stories highlight the process and outcomes of best practice implementation and also serve as a mechanism to support and recognize local sustainability leadership.
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Learn. Share. Connect. Lead. 

Join the Conversation 

www.ca-ilg.org/SCLN 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To accelerate information sharing and peer connections, ILG developed the Sustainable Communities Learning Network is a platform for local sustainability practitioners to learn about tools/resources, share their own stories, connect with other sustainability practitioners, networks that are happening on the ground.

SCLN has developed a LinkedIn group for local sustainability practitioners and also sends out a bi-monthly news blast to disseminate stories and resources. We welcome your participation! 
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Presentation Notes
The Beacon Award is our program’s formal recognition platform.
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Presentation Notes
The Beacon Award program is sponsored by ILG and the Statewide Energy Efficiency Collaborative (SEEC).  SEEC is a collaboration between three statewide non-profit organizations (ILG, LGC and ICLEI) and California’s four investor owned utilities.  

This picture of the SEEC partners was taken in July at the SEEC energy efficiency forum.  

The program is funded by California utility ratepayers and administered by Southern California Gas Company, San Diego Gas and Electric Company, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, and Southern California Edison, under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission. 

SEEC is a wonderful collaboration and ILG this alliance to support local government. 





SEEC provides free technical trainings and resources to 
help California local governments save energy, costs 

and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SEEC offers  great FREE resources to help local agencies.

Here are just a few examples of what LGC and ICLEI offer.  

We have a flyer about SEEC available and we encourage you to share it with your staff.  

You can get information about SEEC resources directly on the CaliforniaSEEC.org website or indirectly from the Beacon Award website.  



                        

Redlands 
West Covina 
Brea 

San Luis Obispo County 
Pittsburg 
Santa Rosa 

As of March 2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Beacon Award program recognizes and celebrates cities and counties that:
Reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Save energy.
Adopt policies and programs that promote sustainability.

Silver, Gold and Platinum Beacon Awards to recognize and celebrate local agency achievements.

Provides a platform for cities and counties to achieve recognition for their progress on a statewide level. 

45 participating agencies so far.

Beacon is an ongoing program that’s continually accepting applications. What I love about our list of participants is the diversity of local agencies, from the usual suspects to the unusual! 



Complete Simple Online Application 
– Contact Person 
– Status of Greenhouse Gas Inventory & 

Climate Action Plans (Agency & 
Community) 

– Compliance with AB 939 
 
Adopt a Resolution  

– Sample resolution & staff report 
available  

 
 

 

How to Participate 

www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s really easy to become a program participant… 

http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward


Participant Profiles 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participants' get a presence on our website in the form of a profile page highlighting the agency and it’s various sustainability efforts.




Participant Recognition 
   Western City Magazine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Video Interviews 

League, CSAC & Other Meetings 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other benefits of participation include…..



Winning A Beacon Award 

• Silver, Gold and Platinum Beacon 
Award levels. 

• Awards given to agencies that reach 
specific measurable achievements:   
– Reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions; 
– Energy savings through energy 

efficiency retrofits;  
– Undertake activities in best 

practice areas. 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The hard part is achieving reductions in energy and greenhouse gas emissions.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Silver gold and platinum award level criteria asks for measureable reductions in GHG and energy savings, 5, 10 and 20 percent respectively. Designed to align with the state’s goal of 20% by 2020 and aligns with many local goals as well. 



Winning a Beacon Award Takes Time 

Beacon Spotlight Awards 
• 10 Best Practice Areas 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Reductions 

It’s a Journey… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We recognize that winning a Beacon Award is a journey and takes time.  

Therefore, as participants are working toward an award level, we are spotlighting their interim accomplishments.  

As a result of participants telling us what they’ve accomplished, we have leared about the many many voluntary actions – real activities at the local level – that save energy, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, promote sustainability – and create vibrant, healthy communities in which we are proud to live.  

25 out of our 45 participating communities have been able to demonstrate progress towards achieving an award by reporting energy savings, reductions in greenhouse gas emissions as re-inventories are conducted and also by completing activities in each of ILG’s best practice activities.








Beacon Spotlight Awards 
Greenhouse Gas Reductions 

12% Agency Reduction 
(2005 Baseline) 

 
29% Agency Reduction 
(2000 Baseline, reductions 
in transportation and 
energy sectors) 

 

5% Reduction in the 
Community & 10% 
Agency Reduction  
(2005 Baseline) 

 

13% Agency Reduction 
(2005 Baseline) 

 
 

5% Community Reduction 
(2004 Baseline) 

 
 

10% Agency Reduction 
(2005 Baseline) 

 

  



Apple Valley 
Beaumont 
Benicia 
Chula Vista 
Glendale 
La Mesa 
Manhattan Beach 
Palm Springs 
 

Santa Barbara 
Santa Clarita 
Santa Monica 
Simi Valley 
Sonoma County 
Tulare 
Union City 
West Sacramento 

Palo Alto 
Pleasanton 
Rancho Cucamonga 
Redlands 
Riverside 
Sacramento 
San Diego County 
San Rafael 
 

Beacon Spotlight Awards 
Activities in ILG’s 10 Best Practice Areas 
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LEED Gold Transit 
Maintenance Facility 
 
Project Cost: $2.4 million  
25% energy savings 
42% water savings 
 
Sells approximately 700 therms 
of Compressed Natural Gas 
monthly to: 
• City of Moorpark 
• Local Waste Management 

Co.  

City of Simi Valley 
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Fuel Cells at Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
 
Project Cost: $9.39 million 
Incentives Received: $4.95 million 
 
System generates 1.2 megawatts 
of energy annually 
 
Savings: About $3,500/day or $1.2 
million annually 
 
GHG: 6,200 tons annually 
Equivalent of taking about 1,180 
passenger vehicles off the road.  

City of Tulare 



www.ca-ilg.org 

 
 
Lawn Buy-Back Program 
 
Water Reduction: 435,000 to 2,700,000 gallons 
Annual Energy Reduction: 4,833 to 29,997 kWh 
GHG Reduction: 1.5 to 9 metric tons 
 

City of Palm Springs  

Before After 
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Delamping A City 
Baseball Field 
 
Project Cost: $8,500 
 
Energy Savings: 5,100 kwh 
Cost Savings: $375 annual 
GHG Reduction: 3.6 metric 
Tons 

City of Beaumont 
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Other Agencies Making a Difference 

Chula Vista Santa Barbara 
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Sonoma County 

Vermiculture Composting Green Purchasing 
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Knowledge Sharing Session 
• Choose a topic you know something about or want to 

know more about: 
– Land Use, Transportation & SB 375  
– Energy Efficiency, Renewables & Low-Carbon Fuels  
– Climate Action Planning Implementation & Financing  
– Communicating Sustainability & Public Engagement 

Strategies  

• Arrange into groups and share brief stories or 
anecdotes about your experience and ask questions 
of the topic: the good, the bad, or the ugly. 
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Program Contacts 
 

      

Yvonne Hunter, Program Co-Director 
• yhunter@ca-ilg.org  

 

Lindsay Buckley, Program Coordinator 
• lbuckley@ca-ilg.org 
 

Karalee Browne, Program Coordinator 
• kbrowne@ca-ilg.org  

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is out contact information if your city would like to:
	Send us information about your interim accomplishments OR
	Find out more information about participating in the Beacon Award program.

Thanks very much.  

mailto:yhunter@ca-ilg.org
mailto:lbuckley@ca-ilg.org
mailto:lbuckley@ca-ilg.org
mailto:lbuckley@ca-ilg.org
mailto:kbrowne@ca-ilg.org
mailto:kbrowne@ca-ilg.org
mailto:kbrowne@ca-ilg.org
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