About Habitat Conservation Plans

What is a Habitat Conservation Plan?
A habitat conservation plan analyzes how growth can occur in a way that protects endangered wildlife and fish species.  The state and federal endangered species acts govern the plan preparation process.  

General Concepts

California is not only the home of a rich diversity of people, but also animals, birds and fish.  In some instances, human activity has reduced the numbers of these critters.  If they decline to certain levels, the species is declared either threatened or endangered. 

Habitat conservation plans analyze how growth and species protection can be balanced.  A key goal of the planning process is not to reduce the likelihood of the survival and recovery of the species.  Science plays an important role in this analysis.
State and federal agencies review and approve such plans.  The plans then guide the permitting process for building or engaging in other activities on land where the species live.   

Decision-Making Process 

Decision-makers want to hear from those who have opinions or information on habitat issues.  If you want to share your thoughts, see “Preparing for Public Hearings” on the back of this sheet for some tips. 
To Learn More
· Understanding the Habitat Conservation Planning Process in California, 2004 at www.ca-ilg.org/habitat
· 16 United States Code Section 1539(a)(2)(A) (accessible from http://uscode.house.gov/search/criteria.shtml)

· California Fish and Game Code Section 2050 and following (accessible from www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html)
