
About General Plan Amendments

This explains 1) what a “general plan amendment” is, 

2) how general plan amendments fit into our efforts to shape our surroundings, and

 3) how you can participate in the decision-making process.

What is a “General Plan Amendment?”

Much as an architect draws up plans to build a house, land use planners prepare a document called a “general plan” to guide overall building activities in a community.  Our community’s general plan says what kinds of land uses can go where.

From time to time, someone will propose changes to our general plan. These changes are called “general plan amendments.”
Sometimes the proposal to change comes from someone who wants to do something different from what the general plan says is okay.  Other times, amendments reflect changes in our views of what best serves our community.   
About the General Plan

The general plan is a very important document.  Our general plan represents our long-term vision for land uses.
It guides all land use decisions in our community and includes goals, policies and maps to guide decisions.  
State law says every general plan must include seven parts or elements:

	• Land Use
• Circulation
• Housing
	• Conservation
• Open Space

	• Noise
• Safety



The plan may also include other elements, depending on our community’s needs and priorities. 

The policies in a general plan must be consistent with one another.  The general plan also guides other land use policies (for example, zoning) in our community. 

Decision-Making Process 

Decision-makers want to hear from those who have opinions or information about whether to approve a general plan amendment.  If you want to share your thoughts, see “Preparing for Public Hearings” on the back of this sheet. 
To Learn More

· California Planning Guide: An Introduction to Planning in California (Office of Planning and Research, December 2005), available at www.opr.ca.gov/planning/PDFs/California_Planning_Guide_2005.pdf
· The Planning Commissioner’s Handbook, League of California Cities, 2005, Chapter 4: The Planning Framework (www.ca-ilg.org/pch4)

· Government Code Section 65350 and following  (accessible from www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw)
· Solano Press (www.solano.com) has a number of helpful planning publications available for purchase

Key Questions 





Does the proposed amendment reflect our views on which land uses should go where?





Would a change violate other policies in the general plan?





Is changing the rules fair? How would a change affect others who have followed the rules?





How will the change affect public services and facilities (for example, roads, schools, sewers, water systems, and police and fire services)?





What are the environmental impacts  of making a change?





Is the change consistent with land use planning and other laws?  











