
Everyday Ethics Column Title Month Year

Agency Romances: Looking for Love in All the Wrong Places Feb 2014

Understanding the New Travel-Related Exceptions to California’s Gift Rules Dec 2013

Use of Agency Resources by Officials and Employees: Special Issues Oct 2013

Using Public Resources for Gifts and Charitable Purposes August 2013

Who Gets to Use Agency Seals, Logos, Letterhead and Other Insignia? June 2013

Get Your Meetings Back on Track April 2013

Public Agency Attorney Ethics Feb 2013

Money and Public Service: A Possible Blind Spot? Dec 2012

Local Regulations of Lobbyist Aug/Oct 2012

Local Agency Website Transparency Opportunities June 2012

Understanding Changes to the Gift Rules April 2012

The “Front Page” Test: An Easy Ethics Standard Feb 2012

What Do You Think Promotes Public Service Ethics? 2011

Gift Column Series: see www.ca-ilg.org/GiftCenter 2011

Transparency In Local Government:Protecting Your Community Against Corruption Dec 2010

Legal Issues Associated with Social Media June 2010

 A Leader's Role When Tragedy Strikes  and Saying You’re Sorry  (2 pieces) April 2010

Closed Session Leaks: Discretion is the Better Part of Valor - and Ethics Oct 2010

Campaigning for Re-Election Aug 2010

A Leader’s Dilemma: Ethics versus Expediency? Feb 2010

Public Agencies and Ballot Measure Campaigns Aug 2009

Honoring Retirees: Legal and Ethical Considerations Feb 2009

Dealing with Emotional Audiences Oct 2009

Another Tool in the Ethics Toolbox: The Agency Auditing Function Dec 2009

Taking the Bite Out of Blogs: Ethics in Cyberspace April 2008

Semper pro Populus: Fiduciary Duties and Public Service Feb 2008

The Ethics of Speaking One’s Mind June 2008

Commitment to Nonprofit Causes and Public Service: Some Issues to Ponder (3 

articles) 

Aug/Oct/ 

Dec 2008

Understanding the Role of Ethics Commissions Dec 2007

Let’s Not Make a Deal: Vote-Trading and Similar Practices Raise Legal and Ethical 

Issues Feb 2007
How Your Agency Counsel Should Advise You When Agency Contracts Represent a 

Conflict of Interest June 2007

Badges for Officeholders and Prominent Members of the Community: A Bad Idea Aug 2007

When an Elected Official Feels Passionately About An Issue: Fair Process 

Requirements in Adjudicative Decision-Making Oct 2006

Promoting a Culture of Ethics Aug 2006

Making a Federal Case Out of Corruption Dec 2006

Career-Saving Tips on Mass Mailings Feb 2006

AB 1234 Self-Study Opportunity: Part II (1 hour) June 2006

AB 1234 Self-Study Opportunity: Part I (1 hour) April 2006

Available at http://www.ca-ilg.org/everydayethics 
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When a Council Member Skirts the Law and Scandal Looms June 2005

Taking Chances With Ethics Laws: A High Stakes Gamble Dec 2005

Owning Property In Your Jurisdiction Oct 2005

Navigating the Perils of Public Service Aug 2005

For Whom the Whistle Blows April 2005

The Ethics of Staff Teamwork Dec 2004

Raising Funds for Favorite Causes Feb 2004

Let’s Make a Deal: Securing Goods and Services For Your Agency Oct 2004

Campaigning for Re-Election Aug 2004

Balancing Local and Regional Interests When You’re Asked to Serve Both June 2004

Attending Conferences April 2004

Buying Meals for Others on the Public’s Dime Feb 2003

Telling the Truth When it Hurts June 2003

Making Politically Unpopular Decisions Dec 2003

Hiring: When a Relative Wants a Job April 2003

Promoting Civility at Public Meetings: Concepts and Practice Aug/Oct 2003

Using Public Office to Promote One’s Business Interests Oct 2002

Leading By Values: When Your Decision Will Affect a Friend or Supporter April 2002

Deciding When Not to Participate in an Agency Decision: Abstentions and 

Disqualifications Dec 2002

Dealing With a Grandstander Aug 2002

Being Less Than Forthright About an Agency’s Decision: The “Conditioning-a-Project-

to-Death” Example June 2002
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