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Governments Engaging Youth 

Vision: Communities and 
schools collaborate to 
prepare students for civic 
life and college/career 
readiness. 

Elk Grove youth participating as City Attorney, City 
Manager and City Clerk. Summer 2015 Experience of 

Summer at City Hall. 
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Governments Engaging Youth 
• Mission: Create strong partnerships 

between school districts and local 
government entities to offer students 
opportunities to gain 21st century work 
skills, build interest in public service 
careers, provide tools to become civically 
aware and engaged and bring authentic 
youth voice to local government issues.  

 
• Partners: Sacramento County Office of 

Education, Council for a Strong America, 
Linked Learning Alliance 

Lunch & Learn with the Mayor.  
Credit: City of Moreno Valley 
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Why Target the Public Sector Service? 
• Need for more diverse workforce to reflect 

community 
• Baby boomer retirements 
• Local governments offer a wide range of career 

paths. 
• Civic engagement is problematic: 

– The United States ranks 139th in voter 
participation of 172 democracies around the 
world. 

– Less than 8% of registered 18-24 year-olds 
actually voted in the 2014 primary election. 

– 55% of all youth ages 12-18 volunteer; less 
for youth of color. 

Youth discussing government with an 
Officer with the Moreno Valley Police 

Department During Summer 2016 
Summer at City Hall experience. 

Credit: City of Moreno Valley 
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Goals for the Governments  
Engaging Youth program 

• Create a high school to career pipeline to ensure a more diverse 
and prepared public sector workforce.  

• Students learn 21st century workforce skills. 
• Students learn how to become active citizens. 
• Increase youth knowledge of how local government operates.  
• Strengthen intergenerational relationships and improve adult 

knowledge of youth. 
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Governments Engaging Youth 
Workforce Investment Board (WIB)  

Accelerator Grant 3.0 
• Strengthen how GEY programs can 

engage disconnected youth  
• Initiate a Network of Sites (Tech Team) 
• Create a toolkit  
• Develop strategies and tools to engage 

leaders/champions 
• Expand to new sites 
• Plan for requirements for a digital 

badge 
• Create advisory board 

Youth Showcase their Advocacy Projects during Summer 2015 
Summer at City Hall Experience 

Credit: Bina Lefkovitz 
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Governments Engaging Youth 
Webinar Resources in the GEY Toolkit 

• Thank you to Rebecca Sterling with the 
Linked Learning Alliance for being our 
guest speaker and content expert for 
this webinar.  

 
• The webinar is a resource of our GEY 

Toolkit which also includes a recorded 
webinar about work-based learning with 
James Cole of the National Academy 
Foundation. 



Digital Badges 
A New Approach to Verifying 

Learning 



BADGES 

A digital representations of a skill or 
achievement 



Granular 
 Evidence-based &  

Transferable 

Reinvent or Augment Existing 
Credentials:  



  

- Badges Can Be CREATED and Issued by Anyone 
- Schools 
- Community and Professional Organizations 
- Online Spaces 
- Cultural and Civic Organizations 

- Badges can be EARNED by Anyone  
- Completing a project 
- Program 
- Specific Knowledge 
- Skills or Abilities  

- Badges can be SHARED 
- Online Platforms 
- Mozilla Backpack 
- Launchpath 
- LRNG 

A CONNECTED Ecosystem of Learning 



Watch an overview of online 
badging from the MacArthur 
Foundation. 
 

Building a  
New System  
of Learning 



Higher Ed:  
Purdue 
University 



Badging 

Gabby 



Work-based Learning Continuum 
Would you look at that? A perfect 
match. 

Employer 



Work-based Learning Continuum 
A Simpler Route 

Employer 



Intermediary & Business Testimony 
Ian Winbrock 
Executive Director 
Future Ready, City of West Sacramento 
Ian@FutureReady.WS 



























































Questions?  
Email: Ian@FutureReady.WS 



Badge Development and Assessment 
Testimony 

Foundation for California Community 
Colleges 
swells@foundationccc.org 

Shannon 
Wells 
Capital Region Pathway Specialist 



21st Century Skills Digital 
Badges 



LaunchPath and Digital Badges 



• Assessed national college and career competencies to develop 
primary attributes for each skill 

• Convened Digital Badging Advisory group in August 2015 
• Assessment consultant developed ten assessments 
• Built assessments in LaunchPath 
• Developed design, description and criteria of 21st Century Skills 

badges 
• Trained instructors in August 2016 
• Assessments and badges launched early September 2016 
• Currently working on the ability for an employer to verify badges 

21st Century Skills Badges- Key activities 
Key Activities 
 



21st Century Skills Badges 



Employer Verification  



• LaunchPath: launchpath.com 
• Mozilla: openbadges.org 
• New World of Work:  newworldofwork.org 
• LRNG: lrng.org 

Additional Badge Resources 
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